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which developed under the influence of Egypt.    There
was a streak of fatalism bordering on superstition, a
visionary element which warred with the practical.
That was his one weakness; but it was an important
one.    To sober matter-of-fact statesmen and men of
the world it seemed that M. de Lesseps looked too
eagerly through rose-tinted glasses,  that  he  tended,
unintentionally no doubt, to minimise and to disregard
the obstacles which stood in the way of the realisation
of his grand projects.    He believed sincerely that he
was counting the cost, but quite unconsciously he was
overweighting the credit side and lightening the debit.
In the end this proved his undoing.    Yet without his
vision and incurable optimism his life would have been
barren of its greatest accomplishments, and the world
would have been the poorer.    It has been said that the
glories of Solomon's reign greatly appealed to him:
his mind dwelt on merchant ships of Tarshish and the
gold of Ophir.    He could plan in millions, because the
wealth of the Indies was inexhaustable.    But nothing
of this aspect of his personality was yet in evidence, or
could be  discerned  by  his  father's   keen   scrutiny.
Mathieu de Lesseps, unable to bequeath to his son any
earthly possessions, was at least determined to fit him
for his future career by tutoring him in the difficult
science of diplomacy.    In this way he could make up
for inevitable past neglect, and add the topstone of
training to the foundations of character.
The father's reward came quickly when on
December i8th, 1830, Marshal Count Clauzel,
generalissimo of the French army of occupation in
Algeria, wrote to him: " I have had the pleasure of